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even better environment for small business creation and growth. These
efforts are vital to keeping our economy strong and strengthening the
proud legacy of innovation that has always inspired our people and
made America great.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2
through June 8, 1996, as Small Business Week. I call upon Government
officials and all the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs that celebrate
the achievements of small business owners and encourage the forma-
tion of new firms.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6903 of June 7, 1996
Flag Day and National Flag Week, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

There is no better symbol of our country’s values and traditions than
the Flag of the United States of America. Chosen by the Continental
Congress in 1777, it continues to exemplify the profound commitment
to freedom, equality, and opportunity made by our founders more than
two centuries ago. Our flag's proud stars and stripes have long inspired
our people, and its beautiful red, white, and blue design is known
around the world as a beacon of liberty and justice.

Today, America's flag graces classrooms, statehouses, courtrooms, and
churches, serving as a daily reminder of this Nation’s past accomplish-
ments and ongoing dedication to safeguarding individual rights. The
brave members of our Armed Forces carry “Old Glory” with them as
they fulfill their mission to defend the blessings of democracy and
peace across the globe; our banner flies from public buildings as a sign
of our national community; and its folds drape the tombs of our distin-
guished dead. The flag is a badge of honor to all—a sign of our citi-
zens’ coOmMmon purpose.

This week and throughout the year let us do all we can to teach young-
er generations the significance of our flag. Its 13 red and white stripes
represent not only the original colonies, but also the courage and pu-
rity of our Nation, while its 50 stars stand for the separate but united
States of our Union. Let us pledge allegiance to this flag to declare our
patriotism and raise its colors high to express our pride and respect for
the American way of life.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, the Congress, by joint reso-
lution approved August 3, 1949 (63 Stat. 492), designated June 14 of
each year as “Flag Day” and requested the President to issue an annual
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proclamation calling for its observance and for the display of the Flag
of the United States on all Federal Government buildings. The Con-
gress also requested the President, by joint resolution approved June 9,
1966 (80 Stat. 194), to issue annually a proclamation designating the
week in which June 14 falls as “National Flag Week” and calling upon
all citizens of the United States to display the flag during that week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim June 14, 1996, as Flag Day and
the week beginning June 9, 1996, as National Flag Week. I direct the
appropriate officials to display the flag on all Federal Government
buildings during that week, and I urge all Americans to observe Flag
Day and National Flag Week by flying the Stars and Stripes from their
homes and other suitable places.

[ also call upon the people of the United States to observe with pride
and all due ceremony those days from Flag Day through Independence
Day, also set aside by Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to honor our
Nation, to celebrate our heritage in public gatherings and activities,
and to publicly recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United
States of America.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day
of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6904 of June 13, 1996
Father’s Day, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America owes a debt of gratitude to the fathers that help our Nation’s
children grow up safe and happy. Providing a wellspring of love for
their families to draw upon, these men strengthen our communities
and enable their daughters and sons to master life’s lessons with con-
fidence. They share with us their experiences and energies, creating
the strong foundation on which our children build their lives. A fa-
ther’s arm is there to protect and steer—whether cradling a newborn
baby, steadying the rider of a first two-wheeler, or walking his child
down the aisle.

Fatherhood provides one of life’s most profound joys and one of its
most solemn responsibilities. Everyone who has been blessed by a fa-
ther's love knows the abiding respect it inspires and the self-esteem
that can grow from a dad’s affectionate guidance. We must do all we
can to encourage fathers as they strive to provide the fundamental
emotional and economic support that helps ensure their families’ well-
being. Programs like the Fatherhood Initiative, the Responsible Father-
hood Project, and Parent’s Fair Share work to support American fa-
thers, emphasize their role as mentors and providers, and advocate
their involvement in their children’s health and education.
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